A new scheme is proposed for Schaefer's seroagglutination types of mycobacterial strains. In place of numbers and proper names and segregation into three species, Mycobacterium avium, M. intracellulare, and M. scro fulaceum, arabic numbers are assigned in order under the heading "M. avium Complex." For those species with but one or two recognized serotypes, the suggested designation is the species name followed by the term "serotype" followed by an arabic number if more than one type can be identified. It is proposed that a "clearing registry" be established within the framework of the International Working Group on Mycobacterial Taxonomy to prevent different authors from proposing the same serotype numbers for different serotypes.
The scheme proposed by Schaefer (4) for the recognition and classification of certain mycobacterial strains by agglutination with specific rabbit antisera has been a great help in identification and in taxonomic and epidemiologic studies, especially of those strains included in the species Mycobacterium avium, M.
intracellulare and M. scrofulaceum (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) . Recently, however, concern has been expressed by some investigators regarding three aspects of this system. First, the scheme now consists of a mixture of Arabic numerals, Roman numerals, and proper names and is therefore awkward. Second, the addition of new serotypes would be difficult with the present jumble of numbers and names. Third, there is doubt and uncertainty about the clear-cut separation of the species M. avium, M. intracellulare, and M. scro fulaceum. Some M. intracellulare strains, especially those belonging to serotypes Davis, Watson, 111, IV, V, and VI, possess virulence for chickens. In addition, strains of these six serotypes were sufficiently distinctive by the differential sensitin test so that Meissner and her colleagues (1) termed them an "intermediate group" between M. avium and M. in tracellulare. Biochemically, these two species are similar. Also, many mycobacterial strains that can be classified as M. scrofulaceum on the basis of pigment characteristics and biochemical reactions agglutinate as one of the "intracellulare" serotypes. An example is the Watson strain, which is one of the reference strains of the Watson serotype.
The proposed new scheme is a compromise reached after extensive correspondence and meetings principally among the members of the International Working Group on Mycobacterial Taxonomy Serotypes of several other mycobacterial species (M. kansasii, M. marinum, M . gastri, M. fortuitum, M. chebnei, and M. szulgai) at present are restricted t o one or two, and these will be designated by the species name followed by the term "serotype" followed by an arabic number if more than one type can be identified. The proposed scheme is shown in Table 1 .
It is suggested that a small committee be constituted, perhaps within the IWGMT, t o act 
